Learning curve of microvascular venous anastomosis: a never ending struggle?
In this study, a simple protocol based on the rat femoral venous anastomosis was established to provide a quantitative representation of the progress. The learning curve is based on the patency rate in each consecutive group of five anastomoses. Two groups of surgeons were observed. The inexperienced group encountered a tough time in the first 25 anastomoses. However, the progress was fast and is represented by the steep slope of the curve. A plateau was reached whereby the avearge patency rate matches that of the experienced group. As expected, there was no learning curve for the experienced group. Despite every effort to attempt to maintain a perfect 100% patency on this model, the best achievable patency was only 88%. The results and its implication are discussed.